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     Many times in my life, I have be-
lieved I was walking with God. Those 
walks were shaky during times of 
trial, and taking them all alone some-
times filled me with a feeling of òOh 
God, why me?ó I felt that whatever I 
was doing was not getting me to a 
feeling of peace within my soul. 
     I have always believed I was a good 
Christian. I have gone to church regu-
larly, attended and taught Sunday 
school classes, prayed at big meals 
with the family, and most mornings 
and nights at least said òHió to God 
through a fast Our Father or Hail 
Mary. 
     I have wanted to walk away from 
the entire pre-arranged package of 
Christianity many times but God kept 
tugging at my sleeve. I donõt know 
why, and have often thought maybe I 
was supposed to be a nun and that 
God was mad at me for not choosing 
that path. However, I was married and 
working hard to keep life together 
with growing children. I didnõt want 
to give up that bond between man and 
woman and family. But even after 
those precious bonds were broken, I 
found myself a non-nun personality. 
Still, I didnõt want to give up on God. 
     My path has led me from the Ro-
man Catholic to the Quaker faith and 
now to Methodism. Through it all, I 
have never been as inspired as I have 
been here at All Saintsõ. Watching the 
excitement of people coming into the 
building, lovingly greeting each other, 
helping at the drop of a hat, and al-
ways giving, giving, giving has made 
me realize what beauty I have found 
here! 
    Yet, something was still missing in 

my life. I still did not feel fulfilled. I 
joined all sorts of small groups and 
started doing lector and Lay Liturgist 
duties but still something was not 
there and I didnõt know what it was. 
     Then I saw a note in the weekly e-
mail about a Covenant Group. I knew 
my daughter was involved in one at 
the Presbyterian Church she attends 
in Virginia, and I had witnessed such a 
change in this young mother. She 
seemed to find her way to a place I 
had always hoped for. I signed up. 
     We only have eight of us in this 
starter Covenant Group. Part of the 
process was writing our own covenant 
and that was a challenge in itself. We 
wanted it to be inclusive to all our 
yearnings yet not so specific that one 
felt guilt if they didnõt attain part of it 
right off. 
     We agreed to include four different 
main goals from sections of the Meth-
odist Discipline and between one and 
four small goals under each - what we 
naively thought were small steps! 
     We have been meeting now for 
about two months on a weekly basis. 
The whole group has met every other 
week and with our Covenant partners 
either by phone or face to face on the 
off weeks. This in itself was a big un-
dertaking with 8 very busy people. 
However, those òsmall stepsó have 
proven a greater challenge. 
     We each have discovered that the 
walk is not as simple as we thought it 
would be. Not all of us are stumbling 
on the same steps but our knees are all 
bruised from falling frequently. What 
gets us past that guilt is the ability to 
talk to each other in very personal 
terms. 

     I often think of it as walking 
through a cold wet stream and slip-
ping on moss-covered pebbles. This 
covenant partnership wraps all of us 
in warm towels of Christian love, pulls 
that moss off those pebbles, and ban-
dages our injuries. Healing comes 
from our contact with God. We are 
really learning to pray, to communi-
cate directly to God on a personal ba-
sis that isnõt always centered on òGive 
meó but more on òHow can I help God 
work through me?ó It seems to be 
working. 
     We are a young group taking baby 
steps at this time. Iõm sure those little 
pebbles are just the start and that we 
will soon be challenged with climbing 
over some big rocks as we begin to 
trust each other and God more. That 
is the basis of religion ð forming a 
friendship with God and our fellow 
man that depends on Agape Love, 
with our sinful souls hanging out to 
dry in the view of others, and forgive-
ness for ourselves and others as we 
fall and rise together. 
     God has blessed the world with his 
love to have given us such a sacrifice 
in Christ. I thank Him for that and 
also giving me not only that but seven 
wonderful, open minded, Christian 
partners to hold me close in times of 
struggle and bandage my wounds by 
wrapping their loving spirits around 
me in God-given grace. 
     I feel so blessed to be a member of 
All Saintsõ First Covenant Group. 
Please watch for more Covenant 
Groups to form soon if you are inter-
ested in joining one. 

A Covenant with God 
By Pat Gooley 
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All Saintsõ Celebrations 
 September Birthdays and Anniversaries 

¶ 9/1 - Rob & Kathy Bowermanõs 

anniversary 

¶ 9/3 - Joe Stevensõs birthday 

¶ 9/6 - Terry & Bill Webbõs anni-

versary 

¶ 9/8 - Sarah Lynn Rajaratnamõs 

birthday 

¶ 9/9 - Anna Grace McCallõs birth-

day 

¶ 9/10 - Bryan Thomasõs birthday 

¶ 9/10 - Pat Wallõs birthday 

¶ 9/12 - Chad Dickensõs birthday 

¶ 9/14 - Amy Ruckerõs birthday 

¶ 9/16 - Andrew McGarityõs birth-

day 

¶ 9/18 - Rachel Hollowellõs birth-

day 

¶ 9/18 - Donna Marshallõs birthday 

¶ 9/20 - Leslie Parkinsõs birthday 

¶ 9/22 - Lara Rothõs birthday 

¶ 9/24 - Greg Mooreõs birthday 

¶ 9/25 - Wes Pollardõs birthday 

¶ 9/25 - Leslie & Grant Parkinsõs 

anniversary 

¶ 9/26 - Premila Goddardõs birth-

day 

Capital Campaign Update 
 Progress as of July 2010 

Keep up with All Saintsõ Capital Campaign progress by following  

this new monthly column!  

 January - July 2010 Total To Date (All Years) 

Pledged Giving Income $124,799.48 $139,799.48 

Non-Pledged Giving Income $2,870.00 $3,895.00 

Other Income $127.50* $50,127.50 

Expenses ($37,730.13) ($45,520.13) 

Building Fund Balance $90,066.85  $148,301.85  

* $50,000 grant from NC Conference of the UMC in 2007, $127.50 interest earned in 2010  

Do you have an announcement, article, or photograph that you would like to appear in 
the next issue of the All Saintõs newsletter? If so, please submit it to 

news@allsaintsumc.org no later than September15.  

mailto:news@allsaintsumc.org


     Thank you to everyone who collected items for our 

hygiene kits that were distributed in Moore Square on 

Sunday in July. Dennis Embry, Bob Garneau, and the 

Matson Family had a wonderful time sitting and meet-

ing the individuals who are served by the shelters of 

downtown Raleigh. The wife of the minister with whom 

we collaborated on the outreach sent me the following 

note later that week that I wanted to share with every-

one: 
 

     Bill and I both felt so bad that we didn't have more 

time with y'all.  We know that the kits went immediately, 

and we were so torn between visiting with y'all and work-

ing with the people that we just didn't have enough time 

to do both! The people that we were able to talk with 

were so hungry for conversation and someone to talk 

with that it was too hard to break away. I was able to have 

the privilege to pray with two people who just wanted to 

pray with someone. The young woman was so angry 

when we first started talking and then softened quickly.  

She had been churched as a young girl and had stepped 

way outside of her faith (as I had done) but was so en-

couraged to learn that I and many others have done the 

same and that there is always a way back - uncondition-

ally. It is always more of a blessing for us, than it is for the 

ones we are able to visit with... Hopefully the young lady 

will come to church and we can develop a relationship 

that will eventually lead to a deeper trust in what people 

and the Lord are really willing to do for her.  It begins 

with relationships that are real and that is what we are so 

desperately trying to have with these folks.  

      The kits, as you could see, were such a hit! Even the 

people that had a place in the shelter told us that they 

contained items that were very much needed and nicer 

than anything the shelter offered. Isn't that something? 

Toothpaste, soap, instant drink mix...  It makes me so 

thankful for everything.  

     I am so impressed with your sweet family and friends 

that came to step outside of your comfort zone to help 

people that can be kind of intimidating at times - that is 

such a calling and act of obedience on your part.   It's one 

thing to stand on the other side of a food line and hand 

out food, but to actually talk with the folks is a different 

story altogether!  
 

     Please continue to collect these items during your 

business or vacation travel. We recognize it isn't easy 

with all the constrictions on airlines these days but I can 

not explain what it meant to others less fortunate than 

ourselves to receive these hygiene items. We would 

like to do another outreach in October. Please contact 

me at Kelly.Matson@me.com or Dennis Embry at dem-

bry@nc.rr.com if you would like to help. 

     On Sunday, September 19 we will be organizing an-

other fun and exciting Stop Hunger Now Event. Please 

mark your calendars to attend the event and help pack-

age food at the Brier Creek Community Center imme-

diately following worship on this date. We will be ac-

cepting commitments to volunteer and donate money 

in an effort to package over 12,000 meals again this 

year. To date, All Saintsõ United Methodist Church has 

packed over 25,500 meals. Please help us exceed our 

goals by contacting either Stephanie Nelson 

(stephaniecnelson@yahoo.com) or Rosemary Dahlberg 

(RBDahlberg@gmail.com). 

     On Sunday October 3, All Saintsõ will be a major 

sponsor for the First Annual Brier Creek 5k (see page 

5 for more information). In conjunction with this event, 

we will be kicking off All Saintsõ shoe drive for the en-

tire month of October. Please clean out your closet and 

consider donating any shoes to the Share Our Shoes 

program. There will be a blue bin at the Ministry Cen-

ter to collect shoes for the entire month of October. If 

you are interested in volunteering for the event please 

contact Kelly Matson (kelly.matson@me.com) and if 

you are interested in jogging on the All Saintsõ Team 

please contact Stephanie Nelson 

(stephaniecnelson@yahoo.com). 

     Thank you all again for your support and excitement 

in all the projects the Community Partnership Team 

organizes! We feel blessed to be organizing our con-

gregation. 

Community Partnership Updates 
   By Kelly Matson 
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Search for All Saintsõ United Methodist Church on Facebook and FAN OUR 

SITE!  Just use the link below: 
 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/pages/Raleigh-NC/All-Saints-United-

Methodist-Church/132679850077323 
 

This will help you stay up-to-date on events at ASUMC. To submit content to be 

posted to the Facebook page, email uface@allsaintsumc.org. For updates to the 

weekly email or monthly newsletter, send your submissions to news@allsaintsumc.org. 

mailto:Kelly.Matson@me.com
mailto:dembry@nc.rr.com
mailto:dembry@nc.rr.com
mailto:stephaniecnelson@yahoo.com
mailto:RBDahlberg@gmail.com
mailto:Kelly.Matson@me.com
mailto:stephaniecnelson@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#%21/pages/Raleigh-NC/All-Saints-United-Methodist-Church/132679850077323
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#%21/pages/Raleigh-NC/All-Saints-United-Methodist-Church/132679850077323
mailto:uface@allsaintsumc.org
mailto:news@allsaintsumc.org


Consider this... 
 
 

òI have held many things in my hands, 
and I have lost them all. But whatever 
I have placed in Godõs hands, that I 
still possess.ó  
 
  ñ Martin Luther  

All Saintsõ By the   Numbersé 
Church stats through August, 

2010 
 

Ý Average Weekly Wor-

ship Attendance = 83 
 

Ý Total offerings received: 

Year to date Actual:  $178,944 

Year to date Budget:  $175,868 
 

Ý Total expenses: 

Year to date Actual:  $180,471 

Year to date Budget:  $227,514 

     We welcome you to the All Saintsõ 

United Methodist Church Ministry Center. 

We are most blessed to have this facility 

for ministry activities and our offices until 

we have our own building. To that end, 

please help us in being good stewards of 

this resource and showing kindness to 

others who visit and use our Ministry Cen-

ter by adhering to the following expecta-

tions. 
 

     First, the Ministry Center must be re-

served for use. Contact the Minister of Ad-

ministration (office@allsaintsumc.org or 

919-321-2648) to schedule use of the Min-

istry Center with the requested date, time, 

event or program, and contact personõs 

name, phone number and/or email. 
      

At the conclusion of the event, program or meeting: 
 

¶ Return any supplies, etc. used to their proper 

place in the Supply Storage areas. 

¶ Pick up all trash (and recyclables) and put them in 

the trash can or recycle bin (plastic and cans in 

the blue bin in the large room, paper in the crate 

under the copier behind the receptionist desk). 

¶ If food items were consumed and put in the trash, 

please take out the trash. Trash bags can be found 

in the back storage area. The dumpster is located 

in the back left corner of the parking lot behind 

the building. 

¶ Wash and dry any coffee pots, etc. used and re-

turn them to their place. 

¶ Wipe down tables and desk sur-

faces. Wipes to use for this are found 

underneath the sink in the main meet-

ing room area. 

¶ Use the vacuum cleaner in the back 

storage area to vacuum any crumbs, 

etc. from the floor. We want to be a 

hospitable place but not for bugs 

(ants, roaches, spiders and the like). 

¶ If children use the play area, 

please put toys and things back in the 

bins on the shelves at the play area. 

¶ Turn off all machines (copier, fax, 

etc.) and the computer at the recep-

tionist area. 

¶ Return the thermostats to their original settings 

(summer 78, winter 64). There are two thermo-

stats ð one in the reception area and one in the 

large room. 

¶ Turn off all lights. 

¶ Close all double doors ð to the back storage area, 

to the supply storage area, and to the large meet-

ing room. 

¶ Close the vertical blinds at the front windows. 

¶ Last one out needs to lock the Ministry Center 

door (requires a key to lock). 
 

In general, please leave the Ministry Center in better 

shape than you found it. 
 

Thank you! 

Ministry Center Stewardship 
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Removing trash is one way 

to be a good steward of 

our ministry center!  

mailto:office@allsaintsumc.org
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Sunday School Kick-Off Party! 

 

Sunday School Kick 

Off PARTY!  
Sunday, September 12th 

at Brier Creek  

Elementary School 

9:30-10:15 am 

 

     Join us as we kick off Sunday School for Fall 

2010! Learn about the curriculum for children, 

youth and adult programs. This is a great time to 

meet everyone involved in Sunday School. Don't 

miss this special opportunity to become fully 

engaged with the All Saints' family! See you Sun-

day, Sept 12th! 

Celebrate the Success of All Saints' Galactic 
Blast Vacation Bible School!  

 

     If you attended VBS or have a VBS t-shirt, wear your Galactic 

Blast shirt to church on Sunday, September 5th and be ready to 

celebrate the success of Vacation Bible School with the congrega-

tion! Thank you to all who made Vacation Bible School such an 

enormous success and a memorable experience! 

     All Saints' UMC is teaming up with the Brier Creek 

Elementary PTA for the First Annual Brier Creek 5K 

Challenge! Proceeds will benefit the Brier Creek Ele-

mentary School PTA. 

     Please register today & save the date for an exciting 

afternoon of jogging or walking and, of course, a post-

race celebration at the Brier Creek Clubhouse.  To reg-

ister, log onto www.FSSERIES.com and click on the 

RUNNING EVENTS tab.  The Brier Creek 5k will be 

listed under October events. 

     We are putting together an All Saints' team! We'd 

love for everyone to be involved - this is for new run-

ners and veteran runners. We'd love for you to take 

part in this fun event and to get to know some of your 

fellow All Saints' members in a new way! 

     In order to prepare for the 5K, we are going to have 

a few training runs prior to the event. This is the ideal 

way to get ready for the event and have fun along the 

way. These runs are for all skill levels - no one will be 

left behind. We will organize these runs based on those 

who show up.  

 

What: Training Runs to gear up for the 5K 

Location: Meet in parking lot of Brier Creek Swim and 

Tennis Pavilion: 

¶ Wednesday September 8th, 6:15 am 

¶ Saturday September 18th, 7:30 am 

¶ Sunday September 26th, 4pm 
 

No need to RSVP for the Training Runs - just show up! 
 

     If you have any questions regarding the All Saints' 

team, please contact stephaniecnelson@yahoo.com or 

Kelly Matson at kelly.matson@me.com.  

     If you donõt want to run or walk, there are other ways 

to join the fun: be a volunteer!! All Saintsõ is a major 

sponsor of the event. If you would like to volunteer to 

hand out water, cheer the runners on, or collect shoes 

for Share Our Shoes drive, contact Beth Dickens 

(carusob@hotmail.com). Please forward on to your 

friends and family. See you on October 3, 2010!  

First Annual Brier Creek 5K Challenge! 

When: Sunday, October 3rd 
3:00pm Start for Runners  
3:15pm Start for Walkers  

Strollers welcome! 

http://www.FSSERIES.com
mailto:stephaniecnelson@yahoo.com
mailto:kelly.matson@me.com
mailto:carusob@hotmail.com
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Where to Find Us 

 
 

 

¶ Brier Creek Elementary School is 

located at 9801 Brier Creek Parkway 

(enter parking lot off of Bruckhaus 

Street). 

 

¶ The Ministry Center  is located at 

7424 ACC Blvd., Suite 109 (at the cor-

ner of ACC Blvd. and Mt. Herman 

Road). 

All Saintsõ Staff 
¶ Pastor, Greg Moore ð 

gmoore@allsaintsumc.org 

¶ Minister of Music & Worship, currently va-

cant  

¶ Director of Childrenõs Ministry, currently 

vacant 

¶ Minister of Welcome & Nurture, Ruth  

Harper Stevens ð  

rstevens@allsaintsumc.org 

¶ Minister of Administration, Sue Ellen 

Nicholson, senicholson@allsaintsumc.org 

All Saintsõ United Methodist Church 
8311 Brier Creek Pkwy., Ste. 105-77 
Raleigh, NC 27617 
Phone/Fax:  919-321-2648 
Email: office@allsaintsumc.org 
Website:  www.allsaintsumc.org 
Office hours: 8:30 am - 5:30 pm 

Team Facilitators 
¶ Adult Discipleship Team, Grant Parkins ð

parkins@unc.edu 

¶ Communications Team, Bri Devine ð  
brianneracer@gmail.com  

¶ Community Partnerships Team, Kelly & Pete  
Matson ð kelly.matson@me.com 

¶ Congregational Care Team, currently vacant 

¶ Finance Team, Mark Miller ð  
marklmiller@eaton.com 

¶ Land & Location TeamñWes Carter ð  
wdcarter@bellsouth.net 

¶ Staff-Parish RelationsñJoanna Grant ð 
grant_joanna@yahoo.com 

¶ Worship Team, Leslie Parkins ð  
leslie_parkins@unc.edu 

¶ Youth Ministry, Cameron Merrill ð  
cqmerril@ncsu.edu 

Thank you to all our newsletter contributors! 
Newsletter Coordinator: Casey Rawson  

Help All Saintsõ Create an Advent Devotional 
 

     Do you enjoy reading or writ-

ing?  Do you spend time in prayer 

and the scriptures?  Do you wish  you 

spent time in prayer and the scrip-

tures?  Maybe you need to be a part 

of a group of people who are coming 

together to create an All Saintsõ Ad-

vent Devotional. 

     This fall All Saintsõ is crafting an 

Advent Devotions with Meditations 

and Thoughts from people in our 

own community ð adults, teens and our kids.  If you are interested in 

learning more about how you can help, please email Cameron Merrill at 

cqmerril@ncsu.edu or Molly Moore at molly.moore@salix.com. 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Please mark your calendars for an 

upcoming Womenõs Retreat! 

 

Saturday, November 6th 

9am ð 3pm 

Location & Time TBD 

mailto:gmoore@allsaintsumc.org
mailto:senicholson@allsaintsumc.org
mailto:office@allsaintsumc.org
http://www.allsaintsumc.org
mailto:cqmerril@ncsu.edu
mailto:molly.moore@salix.com
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Septemberõs Sunday Servants 

Please notify the church office of any changes in schedules (office@allsaintsumc.org). 

 9/5  9/12  9/19  9/26  

Greeter  
Kathy Sigmon & 

Laura Thomas 

Corrie Walston & 

Lisa Winstead 

Bri Devine & Karen 

Edwards 
Linda Hunicutt 

Table Setting  Joanna Grant Linda Hunicutt Stephanie Poorman Stephanie Poorman 

Crucifer  Keith Bumgarner Dylan Skiscim Jack Reider Phillip Posson 

Lector  Karen Edwards Rob Bowerman Ann Miller  Terry Whitley 

Lay Liturgist  Gerard Magno Stephanie Poorman Molly Moore Craig Maxa 

Truck Driver  Fred Winstead Brian Skiscim Marty Hunicutt Steve Posson 

Communion  

Servers  

Karen Edwards, 

Enuma Okora, 

Stephanie  

Poorman,  

Tami Garneau 

Rob & Kathy  

Bowerman, Linda & 

Marty Hunicutt 

Ann & Mark Miller, 

Rachel Holloway, 

Pat Gooley 

Terry Whitley, 

Gerard Magno, 

Leon & Mendy 

Legleiter 

A/V Tech  Jeff Nelson Jeff Mudd Ed Murgitroyd Jamie LeLiever 

Childcare  
Laura & Brian  

Thomas, Kelly & 

Pete Matson 

Molly Moore,  

Joanna Grant,  

Elishia Rousos,  

Teri Knowles 

Leslie & Grant  

Parkins, Amy & Pat 

Wall 

Stephanie Nelson, 

Arjun Rajaratnam, 

Janet & Brian  

Skiscim 

Ushers  
Fred Winstead & 

Leon Legleiter 

Janet & Brian  

Skiscim 

Marty Hunicutt & 

Todd Reider 

Rob & Kathy  

Bowerman 

Money  
Fred Winstead & 

Kathy Sigmon 

Dick Chapple, 

Janet Skiscim 

Leslie Parkins, 

Matt Stone 

Mark Miller,  

Amy Mudd 


