
THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH & HUMAN SEXUALITY 
A PRAYER LITURGY FOR ALL SAINTS’ UMC 

 
We invite the people of All Saints’ UMC to gather with God and one another throughout the summer of 2018, by praying 
through this shared liturgy. May the Spirit move within each of us as our denomination wrestles with questions around human 
sexuality and LGBTQ inclusion.   Please commit to praying this liturgy on a weekly basis.  
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Lord Jesus Christ, you pray that all those who gather in your name would be one: one with you, one with each 
other, and one for the sake of your world. Like the loving Gardener that you are, cultivate in us peace, patience, 
and gentleness. Help us to see and to live with an imagination shaped by the beauty of your grace, today and 
every day. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE 
May 21 - June 3: John 15:9-17 
June 4 - June 17: Romans 11:16-36 
June 18 - July 1: James 3 
July 2 - July 15:  Acts 10 

July 16 - July 29: Ephesians 2 
July 30 - Aug. 12: Psalm 133 
Aug. 13 - Aug. 26: Philippians 4:4-9 
 

 
LITANY 
God our Father, God who came in the flesh of Jesus Christ, God who watches over us like a hen watches over 
her chicks: 
 
Forgive our hard-heartedness, our reluctance to show forth your love in all that we do; forgive the ways we have 
not always loved our neighbors; forgive our guardedness, our fear, our desire for control and security. 
 
May your shameless forgiveness overwhelm our guilt, and your unrestrained grace open us for joyful obedience. 
 
Help us discern the Spirit’s graceful movements, blowing through the church even now. 
 
Help us recognize the stranger as a gift whose pains, joys, sufferings, and hopes become our own. 
 
Help us to spread your fragrance everywhere we go: a fragrance of peace, a bouquet of mercy, an aroma of 
delight in your abundant creation. 
 
Give your church wisdom for the work you would have us do, and the patience to see it through. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
May we bear witness to the love of God in this world each and every day, so that those to whom love is a 
stranger will find in us generous friends. 
 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with us all. Amen. 

 
 


